Homework & Encouragement
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came to be through
him, and without him nothing came to be. What came
to be through him was life, and this life was the light of
the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

•

Jesus has the power to save
me from my sins. Where do I
still struggle to accept my own
sins?

•

Jesus came from heaven to
earth to save us. In what ways
do I still fail to follow him.

•

Jesus is not just another wise
teacher. What gets in the way
of my following him?

A man named John was sent from God. He came for
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came to testify
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came to be
through him, but the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, but his own people did not
accept him.
But to those who did accept him he gave power to
become children of God, to those who believe in his
name, 13 j who were born not by natural generation nor
by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.
John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he
of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me ranks
ahead of me because he existed before me.’” From his
fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace,
because while the law was given through Moses, grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever
seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s
side, has revealed him. [John 1]
•

Do I believe that Jesus is truly God?

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the
first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And
Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of
David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. While they were there, the time came
for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her
firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn. [Luke 2:1–7]
•

Where do I sanitize the Gospel?

•

What messy parts of my life do I want to hide?

•

Offer these places up to the Lord. What does he say?

•

The Christian life can be difficult and messy. What am I
afraid of? What might I lose?

•

Be honest with yourself of
those things I am afraid of or
might lose, what would it look
like?

