Homework & Encouragement
[Gabriel] said “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus. … But Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”
And the angel said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. … Mary said, “Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” Luke 1: 26-38
When the angels went away from them to heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known the message that had been told them about
this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had
been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all
these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to
them. Luke 2:15-29
•

What are your life events where God has been active?

•

Where have you been afraid at the
approach of God?

•

Where are you still holding back from
God?

•

What would happen if you allowed
God to move in you life?

•

What is God saying as you chew on
these events?

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted
(and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” Luke 2: 2535
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and
his disciples were also invited to the wedding. When
the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” [And] Jesus said to her,
“Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour
has not yet come.” His mother said to the servers, “Do
whatever he tells you.” Now there were six stone water
jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding
twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, “Fill the jars
with water.” So they filled them to the brim. Then he
told them, “Draw some out now and take it to the
headwaiter.” So they took it. And when the headwaiter
tasted the water that had become wine, without
knowing where it came from (although the servers who
had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the
bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves good
wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an
inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until
now.” Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in
Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his
disciples began to believe in him. John 2:1-11
•

Where are the places that God is encouraging you to act?

•

Who are the people that God wants you to encourage?

•

What are the swords piercing your
heart?

•

How do you feel about these swords?

•

What level are each of these swords
hurting me? [Physical, Emotional,
Spiritual]

•

How might I respond better to my
suffering?

•

Where am I settling for the old cheep
wine over the new rich wine?

