Homework & Encouragement
CCC on Saints
SAINT: The “holy one” who leads a life in union with
God through the grace of Christ and receives the
reward of eternal life. The Church is called the
communion of saints, of the holy ones.
823 “The Church … is held, as a matter of faith, to be
unfailingly holy. This is because Christ, the Son of
God, who with the Father and the Spirit is hailed as
‘alone holy,’ loved the Church as his Bride, giving
himself up for her so as to sanctify her; he joined her
to himself as his body and endowed her with the gift
of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.” The Church,
then, is “the holy People of God,” and her members
are called “saints.”
828 By canonizing some of the faithful, i.e., by solemnly
proclaiming that they practiced heroic virtue and lived
in fidelity to God’s grace, the Church recognizes the
power of the Spirit of holiness within her and sustains
the hope of believers by proposing the saints to them
as models and intercessors. “The saints have always
been the source and origin of renewal in the most
difficult moments in the Church’s history.” Indeed,
“holiness is the hidden source and infallible measure of
her apostolic activity and missionary zeal.”
•

•

•

Who among the saints inspires
me?

•

How can I better follow their
example?

•

Saints are known for their
heroic virtue. What is my main
virtue? How can I sharpen it?

•

What is my main vice? How
can I resist it?

Do I fully believe that I am called to be a saint? What is
standing in my way?

Do I fully believe that God is equipping me to be a saint?

Expiation for the Dead. Judas rallied his army and
went to the city of Adullam. As the seventh day was
approaching, they purified themselves according to
custom and kept the sabbath there. On the following
day, since the task had now become urgent, Judas and
his companions went to gather up the bodies of the
fallen and bury them with their kindred in their
ancestral tombs. But under the tunic of each of the
dead they found amulets sacred to the idols of Jamnia,
which the law forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear
to all that this was why these men had fallen. They all
therefore praised the ways of the Lord, the just judge
who brings to light the things that are hidden. Turning
to supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might
be fully blotted out. The noble Judas exhorted the
people to keep themselves free from sin, for they had
seen with their own eyes what had happened because
of the sin of those who had fallen. He then took up a
collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two
thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem
to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he
acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he
had the resurrection in mind; for if he were not
expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been
superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he
did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits
those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy
and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the
dead that they might be absolved from their sin. 2 Mac
12:38–46.
•

Do I fully believe in Jesus promise of the Resurrection of
the Dead? Do I have any difficulties?

•

Who are the most important people to me who have moved
on for this life?

•

How can I honor these
people?

•

Who are the people among the
dead who have caused me the
most hurt? Who do I still need
to forgive?

•

Among the dead who am I
most concerned about
regarding there salvation?

•

How can I make atonement
for them?

